
Attachment 3 

December 22, 2006 
 
 
Dave Compton, Manager 
Middle Fork Irrigation District 
PO Box 291 
Parkdale, OR  97041 
 
Dear Mr. Compton: 
 
The Oregon Department of Fish and Wildlife (ODFW) recently developed a Statewide 
Fish Passage Priority List.  The development of this list is required by state laws which 
were passed in 2001 and 2006.  This letter is to inform you that a structure that you own 
or operate has been identified as one of the top 10 artificial obstructions in the state at 
which to work toward providing fish passage.  The site in question is the Laurance Lake 
Dam, located on Clear Branch of the Middle Fork Hood River, a tributary of the Hood 
River. 
 
The Oregon Fish and Wildlife Commission (Commission) will review the Priority List at 
their January 11-12, 2007 meeting, which will take place at ODFW's office in Salem 
(3406 Cherry Avenue NE, Salem, Oregon 97303).  At that time the Commission will take 
public testimony regarding this list.  All of the information which is being provided to the 
Commission for this agenda item will be mailed to you as soon as it is finalized. 
 
For practical purposes, being placed on this list means that ODFW staff will work with 
you to provide fish passage at the site.  This means that we will try to meet with you at 
some time in the near future to discuss possible fish passage options.  ODFW intends to 
make every effort to make providing fish passage as easy as possible, including the 
potential for ODFW to provide part or all of the funds, engineering, and/or construction 
services. 
 
Please note that there is no enforcement authorization or action imminent or planned for 
the Laurance Lake Dam.  However, I want to mention for the sake of complete 
disclosure that the state laws that require ODFW to develop this list also provide 
potential enforcement authority to the Commission for the top 10 sites in the state.  More 
details regarding the laws and what being placed on this list means will be included in 
the information for the January 2007 Commission meeting which you will receive. 
 
Thank you for your time and ODFW looks forward to working with you toward fish 
passage solutions.  Please feel free to contact me with any questions at (503) 947-6228 
or Thomas.Stahl@state.or.us. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Tom Stahl 
Fish Passage Coordinator 

mailto:Thomas.Stahl@state.or.us

